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Worship The Ultimate Priority John F
Macarthur Jr

worship the ultimate priority john f macarthur jr is a phrase that encapsulates a profound biblical
truth emphasized by one of today's most influential pastors and theologians. John F. MacArthur Jr.,
renowned for his expository preaching and unwavering commitment to biblical fidelity, consistently
underscores the importance of placing worship at the center of a believer’s life. His teachings remind
Christians that worship is not merely a Sunday morning activity but the foundational posture of a life
dedicated to honoring God in every aspect. In this article, we will explore MacArthur’s perspective on
worship as the ultimate priority, examining its biblical roots, practical implications, and how believers can
cultivate a worship-centered life.

The Biblical Foundation of Worship as the Ultimate
Priority

Worship in the Old Testament
The concept of worship in the Bible begins with its roots in the Old Testament. Worship was central to
Israel’s identity and religious life. From the very beginning, God called His people to demonstrate
reverence, obedience, and love through worship. Key passages include:

Deuteronomy 6:5: “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your1.
strength.” — Emphasizing the total devotion owed to God.
Psalm 95:6-7: “Come, let us bow down in worship, let us kneel before the Lord our Maker…” —2.
Highlighting the posture of humility and reverence.

These texts show that worship was meant to be the primary response of God's people to His greatness.

Worship in the New Testament
The New Testament continues and deepens this understanding. Worship is no longer confined to a physical
location or specific rituals but is a matter of the heart, directed toward Jesus Christ. Key passages include:

Romans 12:1: “Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies1.
as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and proper worship.”
John 4:23-24: “Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will worship the2.
Father in the Spirit and in truth...”

MacArthur emphasizes that genuine worship stems from a heart that recognizes God's sovereignty and
responds accordingly.



John F. MacArthur Jr.’s Teaching on Worship as the
Ultimate Priority

Worship as the Core of Christian Living
MacArthur asserts that worship is not an activity Christians do; it is what they are called to be—people
whose lives revolve around the glory of God. According to him:

Worship is the ultimate priority because it reflects the purpose of creation: to glorify God.1.
All other aspects of life—work, relationships, service—are to be expressions of a worshipful heart.2.

His sermons often emphasize that neglecting worship leads to spiritual decline and emptiness.

Worship and the Sovereignty of God
A recurring theme in MacArthur’s teaching is the sovereignty of God. True worship recognizes God's
supreme authority and His rightful place as King over all creation. He states:

Worship that honors God’s sovereignty involves submitting our will to His divine plan.1.
It entails acknowledging His attributes—holiness, justice, mercy, and love—and responding in reverence2.
and obedience.

This view underscores that worship is not just about feelings but about acknowledging truth and aligning
one’s life with God's character.

The Priority of Worship in Biblical Commands
MacArthur highlights numerous biblical commands that reinforce worship as the primary calling of
believers:

Matthew 22:37: “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your1.
mind.”
Revelation 4:11: “You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power...”2.

In these verses, worship is presented as the highest response to God's worthiness.

Practical Implications of Making Worship the Ultimate
Priority

Personal Worship and Devotion
Living a worship-centered life involves daily practices that foster intimacy with God:

Prayer: Communicating honestly with God, expressing adoration, confession, thanksgiving, and1.
supplication.
Scripture Reading: Engaging with God's Word to understand His character and will.2.
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Music and Song: Singing praises as an expression of joy and reverence.3.
Obedience: Aligning personal conduct with biblical truth as an act of worship.4.

MacArthur urges believers to view these disciplines not as chores but as opportunities to worship.

Worship in the Church
Corporate worship is vital for nurturing faith and community. MacArthur advocates:

Prioritizing biblical preaching that exalts Christ.1.
Engaging in sincere singing that reflects theological truth.2.
Participating in sacraments (baptism and communion) as acts of worship that proclaim salvation and3.
unity.

He stresses that a church's focus must be on God's glory rather than entertainment or personal
preference.

Worship and Daily Life
Beyond personal and corporate worship, MacArthur emphasizes that believers should see every aspect of
life through a worshipful lens:

Work: Doing all unto the Lord (Colossians 3:23).1.
Relationships: Loving others as an act of worship to God.2.
Recreation: Enjoying God's creation with gratitude and reverence.3.

This holistic approach ensures that worship remains the ultimate priority throughout the believer’s daily
routine.

Challenges to Prioritizing Worship and How to Overcome
Them

Modern Distractions
In a world filled with entertainment and busyness, Christians often struggle to focus on worship. MacArthur
advises:

Practicing intentional time management for spiritual disciplines.1.
Limiting unnecessary distractions that pull away from worshipful living.2.

Complacency and Spiritual Laziness
To combat spiritual stagnation:

Maintain a disciplined devotional life.1.
Seek accountability within the church community.2.
Remind oneself of the greatness of God regularly.3.



Materialism and Worldly Temptations
MacArthur encourages believers to:

Re-evaluate priorities regularly.1.
Remember that true riches are found in worshiping God, not accumulating possessions.2.

Conclusion: Making Worship the Ultimate Priority

Ultimately, John F. MacArthur Jr.’s teachings serve as a clarion call for Christians to elevate worship from a
mere duty to the defining purpose of life. Recognizing worship as the ultimate priority aligns believers with
God's divine plan and ensures that every thought, word, and action reflects His glory. By immersing
ourselves in biblical truth, cultivating personal devotion, engaging in corporate worship, and living daily
with a worshipful heart, we fulfill the highest calling of humanity. In doing so, we not only honor God but
also find true joy and fulfillment in the life He has graciously given us. Remember, worship is not just what
we do; it is who we are—created to glorify God forever. Let this truth shape your priorities and transform
your entire life into an ongoing act of worship.

Worship: The Ultimate Priority by John F. MacArthur Jr. — An In-Depth Review Introduction: Emphasizing
Worship as the Core of Christian Life In a world increasingly distracted by transient pursuits, the call to
elevate worship to its rightful place as the ultimate priority remains ever relevant. John F. MacArthur Jr.’s
book, Worship: The Ultimate Priority, offers a compelling and biblically grounded exploration of what it
truly means to prioritize worship above all else. This work challenges believers to examine their
understanding of worship, its centrality in the Christian life, and its vital role in shaping personal devotion
and corporate faith. The Central Thesis: Worship as the Summation of Christian Life At the heart of
MacArthur’s message is the assertion that worship is not merely a segment of the Christian life but the
overarching purpose and ultimate priority of all human existence. According to MacArthur, biblical worship
encompasses every facet of life—faith, obedience, service, and love—directed toward God. This
foundational idea underscores the importance of aligning one’s entire life with the biblical understanding
of worship, moving beyond superficial rituals to genuine, heartfelt reverence and adoration of God.
Defining Worship: Biblical Foundations and Misconceptions

What is Worship? A Biblical Perspective

MacArthur delves into the biblical definitions and descriptions of worship, emphasizing that: - Worship is
primarily about reverence and adoring God — acknowledging His supreme worth, majesty, and
sovereignty. - It involves both internal attitudes (heart, mind, and spirit) and external expressions (songs,
prayers, acts of service).

Key Biblical Terms and Their Significance
- Shachah (Hebrew) — meaning to bow down or prostrate oneself, signifying humble reverence. - Latria
(Greek) — used in the New Testament to denote worship given to God.
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Common Misconceptions About Worship
MacArthur addresses several inaccuracies: - Worship as merely singing or musical expression: While music
is a vital component, worship encompasses all of life. - Worship as a personal, subjective experience: True
biblical worship is rooted in objective truth about God, not solely feelings. - Worship as optional or
secondary: The Bible presents worship as the primary purpose of human existence. The Biblical Mandate
for Worship as the Ultimate Priority

Old Testament Foundations

- The Shema (Deuteronomy 6:4-5): Commands love and devotion to God — the essence of worship. - The
Tabernacle and Temple sacrifices: Central acts of worship emphasizing reverence and obedience. - The
Psalms: A collection of songs and prayers expressing praise, lament, and adoration, reflecting the heart of
biblical worship.

New Testament Fulfillment

- Jesus’ teachings affirm worship as the greatest commandment (Matthew 22:37-38). - The Great
Commission (Matthew 28:19-20) underscores the importance of worship through disciple-making. - The
apostles’ emphasis on worship in community (1 Corinthians 14, Ephesians 5) highlights its ongoing
centrality.

Worship in the Life of the Believer

- Romans 12:1: Presenting our bodies as living sacrifices, which is our spiritual worship. - Colossians
3:16-17: Letting the word of Christ dwell richly, singing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs, and doing
everything in the name of Jesus. - Revelation’s depiction of eternal worship: The Lamb upon the throne
(Revelation 4-5). Worship as the Ultimate Priority: Why It Matters Most

Worship as the Meaning of Humanity

MacArthur asserts that humanity was created for God's glory, and true fulfillment is found only in
worshiping Him. The Westminster Shorter Catechism encapsulates this well: “Man’s chief end is to glorify
God, and to enjoy Him forever.”

Worship as the Foundation of Spiritual Life

- It shapes our worldview, aligning our desires with God's will. - It sustains us in trials by fixing our eyes on
God's majesty and sovereignty. - It fosters humility, dependence, and gratitude.

Worship and Sanctification

Worship fuels spiritual growth, transforming believers into Christ-likeness. As MacArthur emphasizes,
genuine worship leads to obedience and moral integrity because it reflects a heart captivated by God's



holiness. Practical Aspects of Prioritizing Worship in Daily Life

Personal Worship

- Daily Devotions: Reading Scripture, prayer, and meditation centered on God's greatness. - Mindset:
Cultivating an attitude of reverence and adoration throughout the day. - Heart Posture: Approaching
mundane tasks as acts of worship when done for God's glory.

Corporate Worship

- Gathering with the Church: Participating actively in worship services, singing, prayer, and fellowship. -
Sacred Atmosphere: Maintaining reverence and focus during communal gatherings. - Worship Leadership:
Leaders modeling genuine worship that points believers to Christ.

Worship in Service and Missions

- Recognizing acts of service and evangelism as expressions of worship. - Living out the Gospel in everyday
interactions as a reflection of God's worthiness. Challenges to Prioritizing Worship and How to Overcome
Them

Modern Distractions and Idolatry

- Consumerism, entertainment, and social media can divert attention from God. - MacArthur advocates
deliberate discipline—such as fasting from distractions—to refocus on worship.

Superficial Worship

- Moving beyond emotional highs to heartfelt reverence. - Emphasizing biblical truth and doctrinal
soundness in worship practices.

Balancing Worship and Daily Responsibilities

- Integrating worship into work, family, and community life. - Recognizing that all legitimate activities can
be acts of worship when done unto the Lord. Theological Significance: Worship as the Reflection of God’s
Glory MacArthur underscores that: - Worship is rooted in the nature of God himself—His holiness,
sovereignty, love, and justice. - God commands and desires worship because it magnifies His glory. - True
worship is God-centered, not man-centered. This theological understanding elevates worship from mere
duty to a joyful response to God's divine majesty. Final Reflections: Embracing Worship as the Ultimate
Priority Worship: The Ultimate Priority challenges believers to examine their lives through the lens of
biblical worship, urging a reorientation of priorities to honor God above all else. MacArthur’s careful
exegesis, doctrinal clarity, and practical insights serve as a clarion call for renewed devotion. Whether in
private devotion, corporate gatherings, or daily acts of service, prioritizing worship transforms not only
individual lives but also the entire community of faith. As MacArthur eloquently concludes, true worship is
the highest expression of our love for God and the ultimate goal of human existence. Conclusion: A Call to
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Worship as the Heartbeat of the Christian Life In a comprehensive and biblically rooted manner, John F.
MacArthur Jr.’s Worship: The Ultimate Priority reaffirms that worship is not merely an activity but the very
essence of what it means to live in obedience to God. It invites believers to elevate their understanding
and practice of worship, making it the defining feature of their lives—glorifying God as the ultimate
purpose and joy of human existence. By embracing this biblical vision, Christians can find deeper meaning,
greater joy, and a more profound sense of purpose, all rooted in the glorious reality that worship is indeed
the ultimate priority.

Questions & Answers About worship the ultimate priority
john f macarthur jr

No Question Answer

1 What is the main message of
'Worship the Ultimate Priority' by
John F. MacArthur Jr.?

The main message emphasizes that worship should be the
central and ultimate focus of a believer's life, reflecting God's
supreme worth and aligning all aspects of life around
honoring Him.

2 How does MacArthur define true
worship in his teachings?

MacArthur defines true worship as offering our whole lives to
God in reverence, obedience, and love, prioritizing His glory
above all else rather than merely external rituals or emotional
experiences.

3 Why does MacArthur consider
worship to be the ultimate priority
for Christians?

He believes worship is the ultimate priority because it
acknowledges God's sovereignty, reflects our love and
devotion to Him, and shapes our entire life to honor His
greatness above personal or worldly pursuits.

4 According to MacArthur, how
should believers structure their
daily lives around worship?

Believers should integrate worship into every aspect of their
daily routines through prayer, reading Scripture, obedience,
and serving others, ensuring that God's glory remains the
central focus of their actions.

5 What biblical passages does
MacArthur use to support the idea
that worship is the highest priority?

He references passages such as Romans 12:1, Colossians
3:17, and Revelation 4:11, which highlight offering our lives
as living sacrifices and giving glory to God as the ultimate
purpose of existence.

6 How does the concept of worship
as the ultimate priority impact a
believer's perspective on worldly
pursuits?

It encourages believers to evaluate and often reprioritize their
pursuits, ensuring that their ambitions, careers, and
possessions serve to glorify God rather than distract from or
oppose true worship.

7 What practical steps does
MacArthur suggest for cultivating a
lifestyle of worship?

He recommends consistent Bible study, prayer, corporate
worship, living in obedience to God's Word, and maintaining a
daily awareness of God's presence and majesty.

8 How does MacArthur address the
challenge of maintaining worship
as the top priority amidst
distractions?

He emphasizes the importance of intentional discipline,
regular worship practices, and continually reminding oneself
of God's greatness to keep worship at the forefront despite
worldly distractions.



9 Why is it important to view worship
as a holistic, life-encompassing
activity according to MacArthur?

Because true worship involves the whole person—mind,
heart, and actions—affecting every aspect of life, ensuring
that all we do is an expression of our love and reverence for
God, making worship not just an event but a way of living.

worship, John F. MacArthur Jr., Christian living, spiritual priorities, biblical worship, prioritize God, Christian
faith, devotion, spiritual discipline, biblical teaching
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